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January 27, 1945
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Buchenwald Concentration Camp (4-12-1945)

8

4

Buchenwald Concentration Camp (4-12-1945)
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"I want every American unit not actually in the front
lines to see this place. We are told that the American
soldier does not know what he’s fighting for. Now at
least he will know what he’s fighting against.”
(General Dwight D. Eisenwhower)
Buchenwald Concentration Camp (4-12-1945)
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“…the plague bacillus never dies completely.
It can lie dormant for years and years in furniture
and linen-chests; it can bide its time in bedrooms,
cellars, trunks, and bookshelves; and perhaps the
day will come when, for the bane and the
enlightening of men, it will rise up its rats again,
and send them forth to die in a happy city.
… and that’s because what is natural is the
microbe. All the rest — health, integrity, purity (if
you like) — is a product of the human will, and of
a vigilance that must never falter. The good man,
the man who infects hardly anyone, is the man
who has the fewest lapses of attention.”
“La Peste”, 1947
Albert Camus
(1913-1960)
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TOPICS
The Holocaust not as an aberration.
Why human beings do this.
Why physicians may choose the wrong path.
What can we do to prevent another Holocaust.
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HOLOCAUST FATIGUE
So bleak and overwhelmingly negative.
It shatters our beliefs in God, in Humanity, in Governance, in Altruism.
It reminds us of a World without limits, with no ethical restraints, no
religious restraints, no decency, and no checks-and-balances.
It reminds us that human beings are capable of doing anything to
each other.
It reminds us that given the right circumstances it can happen again,
any time and anywhere.
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"...On this Earth there are sunrises, stars, skies, and
friendly faces, and yet the planet is driven by a Force
not invincible but perverse, which prefers disorder to
order, medley to purity, knots to parallelism, rust to
iron, and stupidity to reason. It seems that the world
is heading for disaster, and we limit ourselves to hope
that its advance is slow."
(Primo Levi – “If This is a Man”)
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"...On this Earth there are sunrises, stars, skies, and
"Ours
is a Universe
where
Justice
is accidental
and
friendly
faces,
and yet the
planet
is driven
by a Force
no protection.”
not invincible butInnocence
perverse, which
prefers disorder to
(Euripides)
order, medley to purity, knots to parallelism, rust
to
iron, and stupidity to reason. It seems that the world
is heading for disaster, and we limit ourselves to hope
that its advance is slow."
(Primo Levi – “If This is a Man”)
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“…There is nothing that can be learned from the Holocaust.
Nothing. Absolutely nothing!”
(Melvin Jules Bukiet)*

*Professor of English, Sarah Lawrence College - From “Auschwitz, Inside The Nazi State” BBC, 2005
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“…It will be enough for me, however, if these words of
“…There
is nothing
that
bewho
learned
the Holocaust.
mine could
be used
bycan
those
wantfrom
to understand
clearly
theAbsolutely
events thatnothing!”
happened in the past, and which,
Nothing.
being human nature what it is, will, at some time or other
(Melvin Jules Bukiet)*
and in much the same ways, be repeated in the future.”
(Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War)

*Professor of English, Sarah Lawrence College - From “Auschwitz, Inside The Nazi State” BBC, 2005
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“How do people get to the point when they’re
murdering the grandmother next door?
How does that happen?
If we can start to understand it, then maybe we can
figure out how to address the signs earlier.”
(Angelina Jolie)
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“How do people get to the point when they’re
murdering the grandmother next door?
How does that happen?
If we can start to understand it, then maybe we can
figure out how to address the signs earlier.”
(Angelina Jolie)

Holocaust (1933-1945) – 6 million dead *

*17 millions, including ethnic Poles, Romani, Soviet civilians, Soviet prisoners of war, people with
disabilities, homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, and other political and religious opponents
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Tell your children of it,
And let your children tell their children,
And their children to another generation.
- Joel 1:3

29

NEVER AGAIN!
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NEVER AGAIN!
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NEVER AGAIN!

33

Liberation of Auschwitz (January 27, 1945)
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Capture of Berlin (May 1, 1945)
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17 million German
civilians uprooted
across Central and
Eastern Europe.

Capture of Berlin (May 1, 1945)
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18

17 million German
civilians uprooted
across Central and
Eastern Europe.
More than 2 millions
eventually killed or died
of disease/starvation.
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17 million German
civilians uprooted
across Central and
Eastern Europe.
More than 2 millions
eventually killed or died
of disease/starvation.
2 million German women
raped by the Red Army –
many repetitively (like
Helmut Kohl’s wife).
Russians eventually sat
at Nurenberg as Judges.
Half of Europe delivered
to 50 years of slavery.
World War II not a victory
but a stalemate.
Soviet soldiers harassing a German woman, Leipzig 1945
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NEVER AGAIN!
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THE CENTURY
OF DEATH
NEVER AGAIN!
[Just in the 20th century human beings killed more than 200 millions of their own]
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Armenian Genocide (1915-1917): 1.5 million dead
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Cambodian Killing Fields (1975-1979): 2 million dead
(one fourth of the population)
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Argentina's Dirty War and Operation Condor (1976-1983)
60,000 people “neither dead nor alive, but disappeared”
(Half in Argentina, the rest in various South-American countries)
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Sabra and Chatila Massacre (1982)
3,000 Palestinian men, women and children slaughtered in
Lebanese refugee camps by Christian Arab Phalangists.
Women raped, bodies mutilated, boys castrated, some
scalped, a few with the Christian cross carved on their
bodies. Declared a “genocide” by the U.N.
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Sabra and Chatila Massacre (1982)
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Lebanese refugee camps by Christian Arab Phalangists.
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scalped, a few with the Christian cross carved on their
bodies. Declared a “genocide” by the U.N.
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Rwandan Genocide (1994): 0.5-1 million dead
(20% of the population)
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Srebrenica
Bosnian Genocide (1992-1995): 200,000 people killed (12,000 being children), 2.2 million
forced to flee their homes, and up to 50,000 women raped.
(Srebrenica Massacre 8,000 killed – the largest mass murder in Europe since WWII)
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“…What good man would prefer a country covered with
forests and ranged by a few thousand savages to our
extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns and
prosperous farms, and filled with all the improvements
that art can devise and industry can execute?”
(Karl Schmitt, Nazi Jurist and Theorist of the Lebensraum)
Srebrenica
Bosnian Genocide (1992-1995): 200,000 people killed (12,000 being children), 2.2 million
forced to flee their homes, and up to 50,000 women raped.
(Srebrenica Massacre 8,000 killed – the largest mass murder in Europe since WWII)
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“…What good man would prefer a country covered with
forests and ranged by a few thousand savages to our
extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns and
prosperous farms, and filled with all the improvements
that art can devise and industry can execute?”
(President
(Karl
Schmitt,
Andrew
Nazi Jackson
Jurist andaddressing
Theorist ofCongress,
the Lebensraum)
1830)
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Over the next several years, Jackson’s
idea of “manifest destiny” seized millions
of acres of Indian lands in the southeast,
eventually removing five nations of
Native-Americans from their homes.

“…What good man would prefer a country covered with
As
a resultand
theseranged
lands were
forests
byopened
a fewtothousand savages to our
settlement and the establishment of new
extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns and
cotton plantations, which then required
prosperous
farms, and filled with all the improvements
slaves
to work them.
that art can devise and industry can execute?”
Although some Indian nations chose to
fight, in the end, most of the tribes were
(President Andrew Jackson addressing
removed against their will.
In fact, the U.S. Army forcibly removed
more than 15,000 Cherokees and
marched them westward to "Indian
Territory" in Oklahoma, a journey the
Cherokee called the "Trail of Tears."

Congress, 1830)

Andrew Jackson
(1767-1845)
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Wounded Knee Massacre (1890)
[More Medals of Honor awarded for action at Wounded Knee than for any other
engagement in the history of the US Army.]
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Knee Massacre
THE CONQUESTWounded
OF THE AMERICAN
WEST(1890)
[More Medals of Honor awarded for action at Wounded Knee than for any other
engagement in the history of the US Army.]
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THE CONQUEST OF THE AMERICAN WEST = ETHNIC CLEANSING
[More Medals of Honor awarded for action at Wounded Knee than for any other
engagement in the history of the US Army.]

53

Slobodan Milošević
THE CONQUEST OF THE AMERICAN WEST = ETHNIC CLEANSING
[More Medals of Honor awarded for action at Wounded Knee than for any other
engagement in the history of the US Army.]

54

27

55

56

28

“…the reduction of the North American Indian
population from an estimated 12 million in 1500
to barely 237,000 in 1900 represents a vast
genocide . . . the most sustained on record.”
(Ward Churchill, Professor of Ethnic Studies at
The University of Colorado)
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Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)
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“Drug dealers, criminals, rapists” (D. Trump)
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Department Store, Mobile, Ala., 1956
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31

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (1950s-1960s)

Department Store, Mobile, Ala., 1956
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“AMERICA’S SECOND CIVIL WAR” (Colin Powell)
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BLACK LIVES MATTER
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“The French government’s deportation of Roma people is a disgrace” (EU Deliberation)
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330 million people and 400 million personal weapons…
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“They use their media to assassinate real news…
They use their schools to teach children that their president is another Hitler…
They use their movie stars and singers to repeat their narrative over and over again.”
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39

“Violence is considered to be the essence
of evil. It is the prototype of immorality.
Yet, an examination of violent acts and
practices across cultures and throughout
history shows just the opposite.
When people hurt or kill someone, they
usually do it because feel they ought to:
they feel that it is morally right or even
obligatory to be violent.”
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January 6, 2021
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January
6, 2021
“Patriots
”
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Capitol Rotunda
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The Apotheosis of Washington (Constantino Brumidi,1865)
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The Apotheosis of Washington (Constantino Brumidi,1865)
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How to Create One from Many…
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"We must learn to live together as brothers or
perish together like fools" (MLK)
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“ITALIANI BRAVA GENTE”

During the 1935-1936 invasion of Ethiopia the Italian army deployed between 300 and 500
tons of mustard gas. At last 30,000 Ethiopians were killed as a result.
Yet, the deployment was not restricted to the battlefield, as civilians were also targeted as
part of an attempt to terrorize the local population (300,000 dead).
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“ITALIANI BRAVA GENTE”

The Italians also carried out gas attacks on Red Cross camps and ambulances, and this
despite having signed the 1925 Geneva Protocol.
Many Italian troops had themselves photographed around chests full of decapitated heads
or next to cadavers hanging from gallows.
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“The Last Jew in Vinnitsa” (Ukraine - 1941)

91

General Nguyen Ngoc Loan summarily executing Nguyen Van Lem (Saigon, February 1968)
(Pulitzer Prize Winning Photo)
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46

“…It should not be thought that war, often
accompanied by genocide, is a cultural artifact
of a few societies. Nor has it been an aberration
of history, a result of the growing pains of our
species’ maturation.
Wars and genocide have been universal and
eternal, respecting no particular time or culture.”
(E.O. Wilson, The Social Conquest of Earth)

General Nguyen Ngoc Loan summarily executing Nguyen Van Lem (Saigon, February 1968)
(Pulitzer Prize Winning Photo)
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An undercurrent of pseudoscience
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Thomas Hobbes
(1588-1679)

John Locke
(1632-1704)

Man not a social animal.

Man is a social animal

“The life of man is solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish and short.”

Humans know what is right and wrong.
Peace is the norm.

“The war of every man against
every man” is intrinsic to mankind.

98

49

99

"The individual is capable of both great
compassion and great indifference.
He has it within his means to nurture the
former and outgrow the latter."
– Norman Cousins
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M.C. Escher, Circle Limit IV Heaven and Hell ( 1960 )
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M.C. Escher, Circle Limit IV Heaven and Hell ( 1960 )
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Individual Authority

Institutional Authority
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Individual Authority

Institutional Authority
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Stanley Milgram
(1933-1984)
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Stanley Milgram
(1933-1984)

Philip Zimbardo
(1933 - )
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Class of 1950 -- James Monroe High School Bronx, NY
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500 Volunteers from Hartford, CT
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The Experimenter (E) orders the
Subject (S) of the experiment, to give
painful electric shocks to a Learner,
who is actually an Actor (A) and
confederate.
The Subject believes that for each
wrong answer, the Actor is receiving
actual electric shocks, though in
reality these are faked.

E-xperimenter

S-ubject

The goal, the ideology, is to improve
memory, and thus seemingly sound.
And the lab-coated authority is
perceived as knowledgeable and just.
Learner (A-ctor)

The Milgram Experiment – 1960s Yale
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After a number of voltage increases,
The Experimenter (E) orders the
the Actor starts to bang on the wall
Subject (S) of the experiment, to give
separating him from the subject.
painful electric shocks to a Learner,
who is actually an Actor (A) and
After much banging and complaints
confederate.
about his heart condition, all
responses eventually cease.
The Subject believes that for each
wrong answer, the Actor is receiving
At this point, many subjects express
actual electric shocks, though in
a wish to stop the experiment and
reality these are faked.
check on the Actor.

E-xperimenter

S-ubject

The goal, the ideology, is to improve
If at any time the subject indicates
memory, and thus seemingly sound.
his desire to halt the experiment, he
is given a succession of verbal prods
And the lab-coated authority is
by the experimenter.
perceived as knowledgeable and just.
Learner (A-ctor)

The Milgram Experiment – 1960s Yale
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1. Please continue.
2. The experiment requires that you
continue.
3. It is absolutely essential that you
continue.
4. You have no other choice, you
must go on.
If after all prods the subject still wishes
to stop, the experiment is halted.
Otherwise, it’s only halted after the
subject has been given 3 times the
maximum 450-volt shock to an
unresponsive learner.
The Milgram Experiment – 1960s Yale
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Before conducting the experiment,
Milgram polled both senior
students and 40 colleagues as to
what would be the results.
All respondents believed that only
1-2% of subjects would have
progressed beyond a strong shock.
In Milgram's first set of
experiments, 65% of participants
administered the experiment's final
massive 450-volt shock.
Similar experiments in different
labs yielded similar results.

Stanley Milgram
(1933-1984)
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Milgram also investigated the effect
of “locale” on obedience levels by
experimenting in an unregistered,
backstreet office in Bridgeport, CT.
Obedience was the same.
Women gave similar results.
In meta-analysis studies 61–66% of
participants were willing to inflict fatal
voltages regardless of time or place.
In Germany and among young
individuals this increased to 85%.
But in Australia only 28% obeyed.
Still what made more of a difference
was authority, and the subject’s
proximity to the authority figure.

Stanley Milgram
(1933-1984)
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Hence morality becomes
obedience to authority.
Milgram concluded that:
“…ordinary people, simply doing
their jobs, and without any
particular hostility on their part,
can become agents in a terrible
destructive process.”

Stanley Milgram
(1933-1984)
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The Stanford Prison Experiment
(August 15-21, 1971)
120

60

A study of the psychological
effects of being guard or prisoner.
Hence, institutional evil.
24/75 undergrads were selected
to play the roles of prisoners and
guards, in a mock prison placed
in the basement of the Stanford
psychology building.
The 24 students were mostly
white and middle-class, and
considered the healthiest and
most psychologically stable.
Roles were assigned at random.
Philip Zimbardo
(1933 - )
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Zimbardo set up a number of
conditions to promote
disorientation, depersonalization,
dehumanization, deindividuation.

Philip Zimbardo
(1933 - )
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Zimbardo set up a number of
conditions to promote
disorientation, depersonalization,
dehumanization, deindividuation.
He provided “guards” with batons,
and clothing that simulated that of
a prison officer.
He also provided them with
mirrored sunglasses to prevent
eye contact.

Philip Zimbardo
(1933 - )
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Zimbardo set up a number of
conditions to promote
disorientation, depersonalization,
dehumanization, deindividuation.
He provided “guards” with batons,
and clothing that simulated that of
a prison officer.
He also provided them with
mirrored sunglasses to prevent
eye contact.
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Prisoners wore ill-fitting smocks
and stocking caps, rendering them
constantly uncomfortable.
They also underwent degradation
rituals, getting stripped, naked, and
kept standing with bagged heads.
Chains on their ankles reminded
them of being prisoners.
Guards called prisoners not by
name, but by their assigned
numbers, sewn on their uniforms.
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Zimbardo held an "orientation"
session for guards the day before
the experiment, during which he
informed them that they could not
physically harm the prisoners.
”…We're going to take away their
individuality in various ways. In this
situation we'll have all the power
and they'll have none.”
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Zimbardo
held
an "orientation"
Things soon
grew
out of hand.
session for guards the day before
the
experiment,
during which he
Several
guards became
informed
them
that
increasingly cruel. they could not
physically harm the prisoners.
Eventually, one-third exhibited
”…We're
going totendencies.
take away their
genuine sadistic
individuality in various ways. In this
situation
we'll
have
all the
Most were
upset
when
thepower
and
they'll have
none.”early
experiment
concluded
(six days instead of the fourteen
originally planned.)
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Prisoners suffered — and accepted
sadistic and humiliating treatment.
The high level of stress
progressively led them from
rebellion to inhibition.
By the experiment's end, many had
severe emotional disturbances.
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The experiment demonstrated the
impressionability/obedience of
Prisoners
suffered
— and
accepted
ordinary people
when
given
a
sadistic
and
humiliating
treatment.
legitimizing ideology plus social
and institutional support.
The high level of stress
progressively
ledpower
them of
from
It confirmed the
authority.
rebellion to inhibition.
It also confirmed Milgram’s study,
By
the experiment's
end, many
had
insofar
as ordinary people
fulfilled
severe
emotional
disturbances.
orders to administer painful
treatment to fellow human beings
who had done nothing to them.
It suggested that participants'
behavior was more the result of
the situation rather than their
individual personality.
Stanford Prison Experiment (1971)
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When
the Abu Ghraib
scandal the
The experiment
demonstrated
became
known,
Zimbardo
impressionability/obedience of
immediately
noticed
the
similarities
ordinary people
when
given
a
to
his
experiment.
legitimizing ideology plus social
and institutional support.
Eventually, he defended prison
guard
Ivan Frederick,
It confirmed
the poweran
ofarmy
authority.
reservist as all others on trial.
It also confirmed Milgram’s study,
He
was as
especially
by
insofar
ordinary dismayed
people fulfilled
military/government
orders to administerefforts
painfulto shift
the
blame to
onto
“a few
bad apples”.
treatment
fellow
human
beings
who had done nothing to them.
It suggested that participants'
behavior was more the result of
the situation rather than their
individual personality.

Lynndie England
(Had her 21st birthday at Abu Ghraib)

Stanford Prison Experiment (1971)
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When the Abu Ghraib scandal
became known, Zimbardo
immediately noticed the similarities
to his experiment.
Eventually, he defended prison
guard Ivan Frederick, an army
reservist as all others on trial.
He was especially dismayed by
military/government efforts to shift
the blame onto “a few bad apples”.
“The problem” said Zimbardo “is not
bad apples, but bad barrels.”
“In fact, sometimes the real problem
is bad barrel-makers”.

Except for
the sexual
abuses, all
Lynndie
England
other abuses
at
Abu
Ghraib
had
(Had her 21st birthday at Abu Ghraib)
been directly ordered by Secretary
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
No officers went to trial.
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It’s a moral obligation to resist immoral laws
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“Noncooperation with evil is as much a moral obligation
as is cooperation with good”

137

1963
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“…Human history began with an
act of disobedience, and it’s not
unlikely that it will be terminated by
an act of obedience.”

1963
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“In fact, at this point in history the
capacity to doubt, to criticize and
to disobey maybe all that stands
between a future for mankind and
the end of civilization.”
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70

November 9, 1938
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“The Nazis – A Warning from History” (BBC)
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“I hate the bystanders.
I can’t stand their whining of innocence.
I hold each of them accountable for the job that
life asked of them and keeps asking daily. I hold
them responsible for what they’ve done, and
more importantly for what they have not done.
In this I’m merciless.
I can’t waste my compassion, and I can’t share my tears.
I’m a man of commitment, and thus loathe those who refuse to commit.
I hate the bystanders.”

Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937)
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
A humiliated or threatened nation.
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
Demagogic and evil leadership.
A Savior... (“Anointed by God”, “Chosen by God”, “The man of Providence”)
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
A humiliated or threatened nation.
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
Demagogic and evil leadership.
A Savior (“Anointed by God”, “Chosen by God”, “The Man of Providence”)
Mass propaganda...
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
A humiliated or threatened nation.
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
Demagogic and evil leadership.
A Savior (“Anointed by God”, “Chosen by God”, “The Man of Providence”)
Mass propaganda...
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
“…The ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the
A humiliated or threatened nation.
convinced Nazi or the convinced Communist,
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
but people for whom the distinction between
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
fact and fiction (i.e., the reality of experience)
Demagogic and evil leadership.
and the distinction between true and false (i.e.,
A Savior (“Anointed by the
God”,
“Chosenofby
God”, “The
Man of
Providence”)
standards
thought)
no longer
exist.”
Mass propaganda...

(Hannah Arendt)
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1800s
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1930s
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1960s
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1960s
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January 6, 2021
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
A humiliated or threatened nation.
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
Demagogic and evil leadership.
A Savior (“Anointed by God”, “Chosen by God”, “The Man of Providence”)
Mass propaganda...
The silence/inaction of the good guys
“I don’t fear the shouts of Evil, I fear the silence of Goodness” (MLK)
“The path to Auschwitz was paved with indifference” (Ian Kershaw)
162
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GENOCIDE AS DISEASE
SOME PERSONAL DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA
Blind obedience to authority (Group, Herd, Flock Psychology).
A humiliated or threatened nation.
Dehumanized minority (“vermin, microbes, cockroaches & snakes”):
the ‘other’ reduced to object rather than subject.
Demagogic and evil leadership.
A Savior (“Anointed by God”, “Chosen by God”, “The Man of Providence”)
Mass propaganda...
The silence/inaction of the good guys
“I don’t fear the shouts of Evil, I fear the silence of Goodness” (MLK)
‘Binario 21’ = Shoah Memorial of Milan
“The path to Auschwitz
was paved with indifference” (Ian Kershaw)
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GENOCIDE AS THE ULTIMATE SHORTCUT
TO A LOST EDEN

“ONENESS” NOT THROUGH LOVE AND BEAUTY
BUT THROUGH HATE AND VIOLENCE
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THE “JOINER” MENTALITY
“…joining the SS was to become part of an elite, an
aristocracy,
a religious
order,
a secret
society, a gang,
GENOCIDE
AS THE
ULTIMATE
SHORTCUT
an army, a family, a cult – all at the same time.
TO A LOST EDEN

Comradeship was everything. It gave us the mental and
physical
strength
to do
what others
were
too
weak to do”
“ONENESS”
NOT
THROUGH
LOVE
AND
BEAUTY
(An
veteran in
E. Staub,
“The Roots of Evil”)
BUTSS
THROUGH
HATE
AND VIOLENCE
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The Jonestown Massacre (November 18, 1978)
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909 people took their own lives (10 more were killed)
[The single largest loss of American civilian life other than 9/11]
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Group Psychology
Cohesion

Conformity

Evil
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Group Psychology
Jonathan Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of the UK
Cohesion Conformity
Evil
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“The nail that sticks out will be hammered...”
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“Wired” for Conformity
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• In 1951 Solomon Asch of Swarthmore College
conducted a key conformity study.

• He showed two cards to a group of eight subjects.
• One with just one line.
• The other with instead three lines of different lengths.
• Then he asked which of the three lines was as long as
the line on the first card.

• Unbeknownst to one participant, all others had been
asked by Asch to give the right answer for the first few
cards, and then the wrong one for most of the test.

• The group also sat in such a manner that the real
participant was always the last to respond.
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• On a significant number of occasions the experimental
subject chose to give an answer that (s)he knew was
wrong, and only because everyone else had done so.

• Overall, 75% of the subjects gave an incorrect answer
to at least one question.

• Only 25% never gave an incorrect response.
• Hence, the pressure to conform can lead us to say
what we know is actually not true.
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“The Emperor has no clothes!
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89

“The problem with children
“The
is that
Emperor
they turn
has into
no clothes!
grownups.” (Gemma Mangione)
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“By the time we reach puberty, the world has
shaped us to a greater extent than we realize.
Our family, friends, and society in general have
told us – by word and example – how to be.
Yet, people begin to become leaders only when
they decide for themselves how to be.”
(Warren Bennis, On Becoming a Leader)
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“Youtime
spend
the first
half ofthe
your
lifehas
“By the
we reach
puberty,
world
shaped us to a greater extent than we realize.

trying to belong…

Our family, friends, and society in general have
you and
spend
the second
half
toldAnd
us –then
by word
example
– how to
be.

trying not to belong.”
Yet, people begin to become
only when
(Salleaders
Mangione)
they decide for themselves how to be.”
(Warren Bennis, On Becoming a Leader)
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Societal Roots
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Individuation
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(Anti) Social Media
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(Anti) Social Media
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GENOCIDE AS A ‘DISEASE’ ─ - OUTCOME
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GENOCIDE AS A ‘DISEASE’ ─ -OUTCOME
OUTCOME?
Perpetrators
Victims
Bystanders
Resisters/Rescuers
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GENOCIDE AS A ‘DISEASE’ ─ -OUTCOME
OUTCOME?
Perpetrators
Victims
Bystanders
Resisters/Rescuers
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June 5, 1989
“Under conditions of terror, most people will comply but some people will not.

Resisters

Humanly speaking, no more is required, and no more can reasonably be asked,
for this planet to remain a place fit for human habitation.”
(Hannah Arendt)
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“Under conditions of terror, most people will comply but some people will not.

Resisters

Humanly speaking, no more is required, and no more can reasonably be asked,
for this planet to remain a place fit for human habitation.”
(Hannah Arendt)
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RESCUERS
Rescuers were mostly outsiders, who could view life in a wide array of
grays rather than stifling black-and-whites, were not only compassionate
but willing to act upon it, were so independent-minded to be often a
religion and party of one, and moreover were usually blessed with an
amiable disregard for rules and authority.
Physicians tend to be instead primarily mainstream, often intolerant of
ambiguity, usually conservative, prone to authoritarianism, and less
empathetic as a result of going through schooling and training.
Although these traits make us "good citizens” in normal times, in times of
emergency they may prevent us from doing the right thing.
In fact, they can predispose us to do the wrong thing.
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"Distinctions of race, nationality, colour, and creed are unknown within
the portals of the temple of Æsculapius.” (W. Osler)
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Twins Research
(From Mengele’s personal
documents)

Rudolf Mengele (1911-1979)
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Twins Research
(From Mengele’s personal
documents)

Rudolf Mengele (1911-1979)
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“Over 90% of the members of the medical profession
at the highest level were involved in one way or
another in work carried out in German hospitals,
universities and concentration camps... [involving] ...
experiments on human beings in which the subject
was either sacrificed or permanently wounded.”
(Foreign Office. Phillimore telegram, 1945)
Twins Research
(From Mengele’s personal
documents)
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Berlin's new memorial to the victims of Nazi eugenics (2014)
[400,000 sterilized – 300,000 killed]
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Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment
(1932-1972)

Berlin's new memorial to the victims of Nazi eugenics (2014)
[400,000 sterilized – 300,000 killed]
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In Guatemala, on the other hand, the
U.S. Public Health Service went
even further.
Between 1946 and 1948 it
deliberately infected with syphilis
(and, in some cases gonorrhea &
chancroid), hundreds of men and
women, in order to assess the
effects of PCN to then use for
American GIs deployed abroad.
Victims were Guatemalan prisoners,
soldiers, mental patients, prostitutes.

Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment
(1932-1972)

Germs were injected into the victims’
eyes, CNS and genitalia.
The American physicians had the
cooperation of Guatemalan health
ministries and officials.
The U.S. apologized in 2010.
No compensation has been offered.
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The Mote and the Beam (Domenico Fetti, 1609)
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SOCIAL DARWINISM

Darwin
Eugenics
Sterilization
Euthanasia

The Mote and the Beam (Domenico Fetti, 1609)

Genocide
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“It is better for all the world if instead of
waiting to execute degenerate offsprings for
crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility,
society can prevent those who are manifestly
unfit from continuing their kind. The principle
that sustains compulsory vaccination is broad
enough to cover cutting the Fallopian tubes. . .
Three generations of imbeciles are enough.” *

* Supreme Court majority decision, Buck vs. Bell [1927]
With this decision the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of a Virginia law allowing for the compulsory
sterilization of patients in state mental institutions. The argument
being that, as in the case of smallpox vaccination, the public health
outweighed individual rights.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.
(1841-1935)
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EUGENICS
Founded in 1883 as the “science of improving the stock'' it was
pioneered in the U.S., where more than thirty states passed laws for the
forced sterilization of the “unfit”, which eventually led to the coercive
sterilization of more than 60,000 Americans.
These eugenics laws predated Germany's 1933 legislation on
Preventing Hereditarily Ill Progeny, were praised by Hitler in his Mein
Kampf, and in fact continued unabated even after Nuremberg declared
such practices a crime against humanity.
One third of all coercive sterilizations in the U.S. were indeed carried out
after World War II.
Hence, America provided an influential model, not only intellectual but
also political, for Nazi theorists in search of international legitimacy.
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EUGENICS
Eugenic laws were eventually repealed by various states only with “Madrigal vs.
Quilligan”, a 1978 class-action suit wherein working-class women of Mexican
origin sued the State of California for violating their rights by coercing them into
postpartum tubal ligations within minutes after cesarean delivery.
Similarly, the Sterilization Act of Alberta and British Columbia was only repealed in
1972 and 1973 respectively.
Sweden (that sterilized more people than any other European state except Nazi
Germany) repealed its own “Sterilization Act of 1934” only in 1975.
In fact, only in 1999 the Swedish government began paying compensation to the
victims and their families, but just a small amount (21,000 USD per case), and only
to those who had "not consented" and who subsequently applied for compensation.
Yet, the supreme court never expressly overturned Buck vs Bell, which still stands.
[http://disabilityjustice.org/right-to-self-determination-freedom-from-involuntary-sterilization/]
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IMPLICATIONS
These issues remain timely for
Medicine considering the latest
explosion in genetics, which is
now allowing a shift from
“negative” eugenics (that is the
elimination from the genetic pool
of people deemed biologically
inferior) to “positive” eugenics.
Hence, we can now manipulate
human heredity to produce a
“superior race”.
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Woody Guthrie
(1912-1967)
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PHYSICIANS AT RISK

Conservative views
Authoritarianism
Decline in empathy over training
Intolerance of ambiguity
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PHYSICIANS AT RISK

Conservative views
Authoritarianism
Decline in empathy over training
Intolerance of ambiguity
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“A distressing feature in the life of which you are
about to enter...is the uncertainty which pertains
not alone to our science and art, but also to the
very hopes and fears which make us men.
In seeking out the absolute Truth we aim the
unattainable, and must be content with finding
broken portions.”
(William Osler, Aequanimitas, 1889)
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“A distressing feature in the life of which you are
about to enter...is the uncertainty which pertains
not alone to our science and art, but also to the
very hopes and fears which make us men.

The truth
vs
In seeking out the absolute Truth we aim the
unattainable, and must be content with finding
The Truth
broken portions.”

(William Osler, Aequanimitas, 1889)
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“The Truth is a rabbit in a bramble patch.
And all you can do is to circle around,
point, and say, ‘It's somewhere in there’.
But you can't put your hand on it. You
can’t touch that furry and quivering body.”
(Pete Seeger, 1919-2014)
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“The
is a rabbit
in that
a bramble
patch.
“WhenTruth
I was young
I thought
the opposite
of a
Truth was necessarily a lie, and the opposite of a lie

And
all youa can
necessarily
Truth.do is to circle around,
point,
and say, ‘It's somewhere in there’.
Now that I’m older I’m starting to wonder whether
the opposite of a truth might be another truth, and

But
can't
your be
hand
on lie.”
it. You
the you
opposite
of aput
lie might
another
can’t touch that furry and
quivering body.”
(Ennio Flaiano, 1910-1972)
(Pete Seeger, 1919-2014)
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INTOLERANCE TO AMBIGUITY
“When I was young I thought that the opposite of a

Individuals who are
intolerant
of ambiguity
tend
view the
Truth
was necessarily
a lie, and
theto
opposite
of a lie
world in black or white
absolutes.
necessarily a Truth.
Now that
I’m older are
I’m starting
wonder
whether
Individuals who tolerate
ambiguity
insteadtomore
receptive
the
opposite
of
a
truth
might
be
another
truth,
and
to new ideas, can look at concepts from different
opposite
a lie with
mightdifficult
be another
lie.”
perspectives, andthe
often
cope of
better
situations.
(Ennio Flaiano, 1910-1972)

Tolerance of ambiguity is a desirable trait in physicians,
and yet one frequently lacking.
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INTOLERANCE TO AMBIGUITY
INTOLERANCEAMONG
TO AMBIGUITY
DEMOGRAPHICS
PHYSICIANS
Physicians often experience anxiety when confronted with
the inevitable uncertainties of daily practice.
Intolerance of ambiguity is significantly higher among
internists as compared to family practitioners, younger and
male students, and those with an undergraduate major in the
natural and physical sciences as opposed to the humanities.
Studies conducted during the late ‘80s have also shown an
overall greater intolerance to ambiguity as compared to
similar studies conducted in the early 1960s.
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INTOLERANCE TO AMBIGUITY
DEMOGRAPHICS AMONG
CONSEQUENCES
AMONG PHYSICIANS
PHYSICIANS
Intolerance of ambiguity may affect career choice, with more
intolerant students preferring a residency in Anesthesia, Surgery, or
Radiology as opposed to Internal Medicine and Psychiatry.
Difficulty in dealing with uncertainties may even result in negative
attitudes towards patients with frustrating complaints, such as
those afflicted by psychological ailments, chronic pain, or
alcohol/substance abuse.
Lastly, intolerance of ambiguity often results in greater number of
tests, and thus higher cost and greater likelihood of complications.
Should medical school admissions and curricula try to select
and then foster more tolerant students?
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“Intolerance of ambiguity is the mark of an
authoritarian personality”
(Theodor W. Adorno, 1903-1969)
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AUTHORITARIAN PERSONALITY - DEFINITION
An authoritarian personality was first described by Adorno as one
characterized by of
dogmatic
beliefs, an
“Intolerance
ambiguity
is hierarchical
the markorientation
of an in
interpersonal relationships, significantly greater distrust and
suspicion, manipulation
in relationships with others, and the
authoritarian
personality”
pursuit of material rather than social values.

(Theodor W. Adorno, 1903-1969)

In Adorno’s original study this was quantified by the “Adorno F
scale”, which was found to correlate with the Antisemitic scale.
Which may explain why physicians were the most nazified
profession in Germany, with one out of two being party members.
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AUTHORITARIANISM
DEMOGRAPHICS AMONG PHYSICIANS
In a study by Merrill et al., 19% of more than the 2,000 students
surveyed at Baylor were found to be authoritarian (which was
significantly higher than scores for law students).
Authoritarianism increased during medical school, with seniors scoring
27% higher than in their freshman year.
Although women had lower scores than men, they also experienced
the greatest increase in authoritarianism as a result of going through
medical school (42% vs. 21%).
Higher scores on authoritarianism predicted a career in surgery,
anesthesiology, radiology or pathology.
The least authoritarian students chose instead residencies in
psychiatry, internal medicine, pediatrics or family medicine.
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Friedrich Wegener (1907-1990)
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Friedrich Wegener (1907-1990)
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“…a classic among
anatomical atlases”
(JAMA)
“…one of the most
important anatomic
atlases since the
work of Vesalius”
(NEJM, 1990)
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“…a classic among
anatomical atlases”
(JAMA)
“…one of the most
important anatomic
atlases since the
work of Vesalius”
(NEJM, 1990)
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Some of Pernkopf’s artists were
indeed either SS or proud Nazis.
Karl Endtresser used the SS runes in
his signature (although they've been
airbrushed back to normal in current
editions of the atlas).
Lepier put a swastika after his name.
The 800 corpses used for dissections
and illustrations belonged to political
prisoners executed in Vienna, and then
given to Pernkopf's team.
If using the illustrations in this atlas can
save lives today, should we use it?
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PERNKOPF’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS AS DEAN IN VIENNA (1938)
“You are called to assume the medical care of the people who have
been entrusted upon you, not only in the positive sense of furthering
the propagation of the fit, but also in the negative sense of eliminating
the unfit and defective.
The methods by which racial hygiene proceeds are well known to you:
control of marriage, propagation of the genetically fit whose genetic,
biologic constitution promises healthy descendants; discouragement of
breeding by individuals who do not belong together properly, whose
races clash; finally, the exclusion of the genetically inferior from future
generations by sterilization and other means."
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A fervent member of the Nazi Party
since 1933, he quickly joined the
storm troopers or brown shirts.
Regularly gave the Nazi salute,
wore the Nazi uniform and badge.
As Dean of the Vienna medical
school, Pernkopf dismissed
153/197 faculty members
(including four Nobel laureates),
mostly because of Jewish religion.
Most victims managed to emigrate,
many died in concentration camps,
and others committed suicide.
Replacements were bystanders/
perpetrators, who after the war
rose to leadership positions.

Eduard Pernkopf (1888-1955)
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Guantanamo
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/08/opinion/08tue1.html?hp=&pagewanted=print
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/01/opinion/01xenakis.html?hp=&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/08/opinion/08tue1.html?hp=&pagewanted=print
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Twins Research
(From Mengele’s personal documents)
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Parsifal the Pelican

“Reverence for Life” (1952)
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“Out of the Lab and into the Light”

Parsifal the Pelican

“Reverence for Life” (1952)
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“Out of the Lab and into the Light”

Parsifal the Pelican

“Reverence for Life” (1952)
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Current rates of human-induced animal extinctions are about 1,000 times
greater than past natural (background) rates of extinction
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Normal individuals who once put in
abnormal circumstances react neither
by passivity nor by blind obedience,
but through “Heroic Imagination”.
Hence, “The Banality of Goodness”.
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Normal individuals who once put in
abnormal circumstances react neither
by passivity nor by blind obedience,
but through “Heroic Imagination”.
Hence, “The Banality of Goodness”.
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Giorgio Perlasca (1910-1992)
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Giorgio Perlasca (1910-1992)
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Giorgio Perlasca (1910-1992)
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“…I saw women and children being killed
and could not remain idle.
What would have you done in my place?”
(Giorgio Perlasca, 1989)
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“…I saw women and children being killed
and could not remain idle.
What would have you done in my place?”
(Giorgio Perlasca, 1989)
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“…I think back to what Camus wrote about
the fact that ours is a world in which children
suffer and get tortured, and that perhaps this
“…Ialways
saw women
being
will
happen.and
Butchildren
at least we
can killed
lessen the
number
of
suffering
children.
and could not remain idle.
And if we do not do this, then who will do it?

What would have you done in my place?”
(In an interview with David Frost just before his death)
(Giorgio Perlasca, 1989)

RFK (1925-1968)
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"... All this is simply to say that all life is interrelated.
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality,
tied in a single garment of destiny... Strangely enough,
I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you
ought to be. And, in turn, you can never be what you
ought to be, until I am what I ought to be. This is the
way the world is made. I didn't make it that way, but this
is the interrelated structure of reality."
(MLK)
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TAKE-HOME MESSAGE
Always be a party and a religion of one.
When the pyres go up always side with the witches.
And when the beast finally rears its ugly head again (which it will, since
"being human nature what it is, events of the past will sooner or later
repeat themselves") try to find the moral courage:


Not to be a perpetrator



Not to be a victim



Not to be a bystander



But instead to be a resister and rescuer
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“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands
in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
(Martin Luther King)
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“That which has happened is a warning.

To forget it is guilt.
It must be continually remembered.
It was possible for this to happen, and it remains
possible for it to happen again at any minute.
Only in knowledge can it be prevented.”
1947

(Karl Jaspers, 1883-1969)
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American Journalist Sam Donaldson
[May 5, 1994]
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Bariloche, Argentina
(April 5, 1994)
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Ardeatine Caves Massacre
(335 Italian Civilians murdered on March 24, 1944)
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Including three children as young as 14, a 75-year-old man, and a priest
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Extradited to Italy in November 1995
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1995-2013
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"[Nazism] is my way of looking at the world.
It's my 'Weltanschauung' (worldview), which has
to do with honor and self-respect also today.”
Responsibility lies with the Jews… due to their
religious beliefs most consider themselves better
than and above all other human beings. And they
had amassed huge economic and political power.
It’s a fact that even today most of the 1,000 rich
and powerful individuals in the world are Jewish.
The gas chambers are an invention of the Allies
to cover their crimes. And the films of the camps
taken in 1945 were propaganda by Hitchcock.”
Erich Priebke
(1913-2013)
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“…From this distant vantage point, the Earth might not seem of particular interest. But for us,
it's different. Consider again that dot…
That's here, that's home, that's us. On it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you
ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy
and suffering, thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every
hunter and forager, every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every
king and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, inventor
and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, every "superstar," every
"supreme leader," every saint and sinner in the history of our species lived there – on a mote
of dust suspended in a sunbeam.”
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“The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think of the rivers of blood spilled by
all those generals and emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they could become the
momentary masters of a fraction of a dot. Think of the endless cruelties visited by the
inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some other
corner, how frequent their misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill one another, how
fervent their hatreds.
Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some privileged
position in the Universe, are challenged by this point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely speck
in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all this vastness, there is no hint that
help will come from elsewhere to save us from ourselves.”
(Carl Sagan)
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